
Tips and Tricks



 Free Money!
 The Different Types:
 Student specific
 Need based
 Merit based
 Career/major specific

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Student-specific: These scholarships are offered to students of specific genders, religions, ethnic backgrounds, medical histories, and other criteria. They are often referred to as minority scholarships and are awarded to students in the United States and Canada.

Merit-based: These scholarships are granted to students excelling in sports, academics, or extra-curricular activities. Students participating in service projects and community service often receive merit-based scholarships. Schools and private organizations often award scholarships to students with excellent SAT and ACT scores.�
Need-based: These scholarships are provided to students with parents unable to fund their children's education, or students personally without the means to pay for their higher education. Before students receive these scholarships, they must complete a FAFSA or other forms detailing their finances.��Career-specific: These scholarships are usually sponsored by schools and offered to students enrolled in a specific major program or pursuing a specific career. These scholarships are usually offered to students training to be professionals in high demand, such as nurses or teachers. Because of the increasing need for nurses, many educational institutions provide full-ride scholarships to nursing students.�Certain scholarships contain "bond" requirements. Students awarded these scholarships are often required to commit to work for a certain company for a designated timeframe. In some cases, students receiving these scholarships are required to commit to work in a specific region, often rural areas, for a specified timeframe. Graduates not abiding by their agreements can be held liable to repay their scholarship awards. 



 Remember, searching for scholarships is a 
numbers game
 The more awards you apply for, the more 

awards you can get!!

 Set your expectations by the rule of 10
 100 opportunities you find
 10 scholarships you qualify for and apply to
 1 scholarship award you win

 Be persistent!! Apply, apply, apply!
It is the only way to win

Source: Christopher S. Penn 
http://www.studentscholarshipsearch
.com/ scholarship-search-ebook.pdf



 Every scholarship you are eligible for is worth 
applying to. 
 If you are awarded 10 scholarships for $1,000 or 

one scholarship for $10,000, You still receive 
$10,000 in scholarships.

 Smaller scholarships tend to have fewer 
competitors than larger ones.

Source: Christopher S. Penn 
http://www.studentscholarshipsearch
.com/ scholarship-search-ebook.pdf



Most scholarships ask for the same 
information. 

 Save time by:
 Having a standard biographical profile of 

yourself.
 Having essays ready with word lengths of 250 

words, 500 words, 750  words, and 1,000 words 
on all different common scholarship topics.

Source: Christopher S. Penn 
http://www.studentscholarshipsearch
.com/ scholarship-search-ebook.pdf



 Evaluate a significant experience, 
achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical 
dilemma you have faced and its impact on 
you.

 Indicate a person who has had a significant 
influence on you, and  describe that 
influence.

 Explain the importance of (your major) in 
today’s society.

Describe your most meaningful achievements 
and how they relate to your field of study 
and your future goals.

Source: Christopher S. Penn http://www.studentscholarshipsearch.com/ scholarship-search-ebook.pdf



 Attention to detail is extremely important 
for scholarship applications.

 Some common mistakes:
 Missing deadlines
 Incorrect/Omitted information
 Leaving out information
 Not following directions for essay length 

requirements
 Have someone proofread your essay such as 

 Instructor
 Counselor
 Tutor
 Family/Friends

Source: Christopher S. Pennhttp://www.studentscholarshipsearch.com/ scholarship-search-ebook.pdf



 Since scholarship deadlines vary
 Consider scholarship hunting

to be a full-time job
Use all resources – online searches as well as 

local organizations such as churches,      
banks, unions, etc. 

Source: Christopher S. Penn 
http://www.studentscholarshipsearch
.com/ scholarship-search-ebook.pdf



 There are millions of scholarships available 
for you! 
 Left - handed students 
 Duct Tape “Stuck to Prom”
 Culturally based scholarships
 University specific 

scholarships
 Hobby related scholarships
 Career-specific 

Source: Christopher S. Penn 
http://www.studentscholarshipsearch
.com/ scholarship-search-ebook.pdf



 There are scholarships for students who are 
almost done with school and for students 
who have finished school and need to pay off 
their loans.
 The moral?  Never stop

looking for scholarships!
 Find one that is passed 

the deadline? Save a 
copy of it and apply 
when it is due again 
next year so long as you 
will still be eligible.

Source: Christopher S. Penn 
http://www.studentscholarshipsearch
.com/ scholarship-search-ebook.pdf



 You should never, ever, pay to search or 
apply for scholarships.

Do not give out a lot of personal information 
(social security numbers, bank account 
numbers, and other finance information). 
 However, FAFSA will require some of this 

information from you.

Do not trust award letters for        
scholarships you never applied 
to.  

Source: Christopher S. Penn http://www.studentscholarshipsearch
.com/ scholarship-search-ebook.pdf



Organization helps you apply to more 
scholarships
 Use a calendar with reminders for deadlines 
 Save all of your applications and essays to re-use 

or use as a reference for future scholarship 
applications 

 Know how much money you need in scholarships
 Make sure you keep your contact 

information updated
 Stop by the Transfer and Career 

Center for assistance in creating
your personal scholarship search
binder  

Source: Christopher S. Penn http://www.studentscholarshipsearch
.com/ scholarship-search-ebook.pdf



Maintain a professional social media 
presence.   
 No inappropriate photos or comments 
 Block your account
 Consider creating a very professional Linked In 

account

Source: Christopher S. Penn http://www.studentscholarshipsearch.com/ scholarship-search-ebook.pdf

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.utoronto.ca/innis/alumni/facebook_pic.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.utoronto.ca/innis/alumni/contact.html&usg=__rWFY1dXGDk3pPBFzN_HvQV-ZrqY=&h=790&w=2100&sz=135&hl=en&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=WnsmOCuSOUlvmM:&tbnh=56&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=facebook&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&sa=N&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.utoronto.ca/innis/alumni/facebook_pic.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.utoronto.ca/innis/alumni/contact.html&usg=__rWFY1dXGDk3pPBFzN_HvQV-ZrqY=&h=790&w=2100&sz=135&hl=en&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=WnsmOCuSOUlvmM:&tbnh=56&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=facebook&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&sa=N&um=1
http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.twitter.com/


 Tip #1:  Apply to as many scholarships as 
possible!!!

 Tip #2: Don’t worry about the 
size of the award, just apply!!

 Tip #3: Create a portfolio
 Tip #4: Attention to detail
 Tip #5: Look for scholarships all year long
 Tip #6: There are scholarships for everything!!
 Tip #7: It’s never too early (or too late) to find 

a scholarship
 Tip #8: Beware of scammers!!!
 TIP #9: Get organized
 Tip #10: Don’t let social media hold you back

Source: Christopher S. Penn http://www.studentscholarshipsearch.com/ scholarship-search-ebook.pdf



Use the resources in the Transfer & Career 
Center: 
 Books 
 Web links Transfer Center Website under 

“Scholarships/Financial Aid”
 Binders with scholarship information 
 Assistance in using all those resources 

 Check your intended transfer institution's 
Scholarships

http://www.marin.edu/student_services/transfer/scholarships-fa.html


When looking at career or major based 
scholarships, search with an open mind -
many majors are interrelated

 Check out professional organizations for your 
intended major or career for more 
opportunities

 Find out if family members are a part of a 
union, were in the military, or fit other 
specific criteria – you may be eligible for 
more scholarships 



Layer
Law School
Criminal Justice

Legal
studies

English 
Political 
Science

Philosophy

Psychology

Social 
Welfare

Education

Communications
Rhetoric 

Member 
Affiliations

Writing 
Essay 

contests

Peace & 
conflicts/Humanities

Business

Many majors are 
interrelated



 Websites like fastweb, bigfuture, and Peterson’s are 
popular websites. A list of websites is available on 
the Transfer and Career Center website.  

 Scholarship search websites are free, but they make 
their money through advertising

 You have to be good at knowing the difference 
between a scholarship and an advertisement

 They will send you LOTS of emails, many of which are 
spam or advertisements 
 It’s a good idea to create a second email address, just 

for your online scholarship search. 
 You will have to create a profile, but even with your 

profile, you will be matched to scholarships that are 
not a good fit for you. You will have to review each 
scholarship to know if you are eligible. 

http://www.fastweb.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
https://www.petersons.com/college-search/scholarship-search.aspx
http://www.marin.edu/student_services/transfer/scholarships-fa.html


 1. Show, Don’t Tell
 2. Keep Things Personal 
 3. Use Effective Organization
 4. Make each sentence count
 5. Make your essay unique and memorable

Source: Ben Kaplan “ How to go to college for free” or 
www.scholarshipCoach.com pg.257+

http://www.scholarshipcoach.com/


Responses to short answer question are typically 150 words or less

Brief and direct – make your case in very few words by showing 
rather telling, focus on personal detail

Don’t- Overload your response with too many major points

Prioritize- your potential points, stick to one or two of the most 
important

Develop – your points effectively

Back it up – prove your points with a few examples

End – with a touching thought that supports your main point

Source: Ben Kaplan “ How to go to college for free” or 
www.scholarshipCoach.com pg.281-282

http://www.scholarshipcoach.com/


 All writing resources at COM can help you 
perfect your scholarship essays

 English Writing Center 
 KTD: LC 120 No appointments necessary! Open 

Monday through Friday 
 IVC: Career Study Center Bldg 17 Room 100 Open 

Wednesday through Friday 

Online Writing Center – sign up through your 
Moodle account and submit your papers 
online for editing and proofreading 



 Find it in your Moodle page
 You can contact COM’s OWC Coordinator Alisa Klinger for 

assistance: aklinger@marin.edu



 Tailor each essay to the needs of each 
particular prompt. 

 Respect those word- and page-length limits.
 Plan and draft early--no last minute 

rushing! Allow yourself at least 2-3 drafts 
before the essay becomes "ready to send."

Don't forget those thank-you letters!



 Visit College of Marin’s Transfer and Career 
Center

 And never stop with your scholarship search!
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